Africana Studies Course
Final Project Proposal Instructions
Please give a brief reason of 150 words or more (per topic) as to why you chose your particular research topics. 
Make sure your topics are as specific as possible.  This way, you can find research on your topic.  If there is no research surrounding your issue/problem, you must choose another one. 
Again, you must have two research topics, one for outside the United States and one for inside. 

An example of a topic that is too broad or not specific enough would be: How racism has impacted African-Americans. 
A more specific topic would be: how systemic racist practices in the medical field have negatively impacted maternal and infant health in the African-American community.  (But please remember, you need two topics. One for outside the United States and One for inside the United States) This example would be good for inside the United States. 
 
An example of a topic that is too broad outside the United States, would be:  How corrupt governments in Africa have led to chaos on the continent.  There are 54 countries in Africa, obviously all of them do not have corrupt governments. I am quite sure you would not do research on 54 countries. 
A better formed and more specific topic would be: How colonialism has impacted the structure, content, and purpose of education in Nigeria from independence to the present day.
 
THESE WOULD BE GOOD TOPICS AS WELL. THIS SHOWS WHAT I AM LOOKING FOR, FOR THIS ASSIGNMENT: (It does not have to be that long, however, this gives you an example)
Issue #1 in the US: The lack of teacher diversity’s effect on students' learning opportunities K-12 within predominantly white institutions in Loudoun County (rooted in systematic racism and racial inequality).
 
The lack of teacher diversity has impacted my educational career since elementary school. African Americans in the United States continue to face systemic racism and racial inequalities on a daily basis, in a variety of contexts. Employment discrimination, criminal justice disparities, healthcare inequities, and educational disparities are examples of how systemic racism persists. For this topic, I will concentrate on educational disparities. As a result of attending schools in economically disadvantaged areas, African-American students frequently attend underfunded schools with fewer resources. As a result, the quality and diversity of teachers suffer. In comparison to their white counterparts, African-American students are taught by inexperienced teachers. This is a critical issue because a lack of teacher diversity means that students lack role models who have gone through similar experiences, and learning from teachers from different cultures (who are not white) allows students to gain a different perspective on various aspects of life that a white teacher cannot provide. 
 
Issue #2 outside the US: Discrimination against Women of African Descent in France (healthcare disparities)
 
Healthcare is the field I plan to enter when I graduate.  I enjoy doing research and trying to find solutions to problems. Many European African diaspora communities can be traced back to colonialism and immigration from former colonies. France has a diverse population, with many people of African descent from countries such as Algeria and Senegal. Women of African descent face a variety of forms of discrimination, including disparities in healthcare. Discrimination against African-American women in healthcare is linked to systemic racism within the healthcare system. This includes systemic biases that result in inequalities in treatment and outcomes based on race. Maternal healthcare issues include a lack of access to high-quality prenatal care and increased maternal mortality rates. African women in France face double discrimination in comparison to their white counterparts, both for being women and for being black. This is a violation of human rights because women are denied equitable care; it is also a moral and ethical concern because this issue poses questions about the principles of justice in healthcare systems. 
 
NOTE: Make your topics as specific as possible.  This way, you can find research on your topic.  If there is no research surrounding your issue/problem, you must choose another one. 

